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Welcome! We are glad you are here with us today. Our service today follows an order of 
worship which places the spotlight on God’s Word and its central message of peace through 
Jesus. You can follow the outline of the service in this worship folder. The hymn numbers refer 
to the red hymnal: Christian Worship (CW) or the blue hymnal: Christian Worship Supplement 
(CWS).  

Restrooms: The women's and men's restrooms are located in the Gathering Room (lobby) of the  
church. There are additional restrooms located in the Fellowship Hall. 

Cry Room: We do not mind a fussy child or an instructing parent. But for parents who would like 
a quiet place to be with their child, we have a cry room with a one-way window into the 
sanctuary. The entrance is located in the Gathering Room. The worship audio can be heard in 
this room. 

Prayer Requests: If you have a special prayer you would like included in today's Prayer of the 
Church, please fill out the prayer request form on the small table in the Gathering Room.  

Holy Communion: We offer classes (Basic Bible Christianity) for those desiring to take the 
sacrament. If you are a newcomer, please take these classes before communing or speak with 
our pastor. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE: WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 

HYMN……..………….........……...… To Shepherds as They Watched by Night (CW #53) 

STAND 

M:  The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)  

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

M:   For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our 
prayer, O Christ. 

 

M:   For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

M:   Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us 
in your tender care: 
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M:   The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His name is worthy of praise! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 
human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin 
and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

FIRST LESSON………………………………………………….………….………1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

But Samuel was ministering before the LORD-- a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 Each year his 
mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to 
offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, "May the LORD 
give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the 
LORD." Then they would go home.  26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and 
in favor with the LORD and with men. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY…………………………………………………………………………..……Psalm 111 

 

 

 M: Great are the works ‘of the LORD. * 
  C: they are pondered by all who de’light in them. 

 M: Glorious and majestic ‘are his deeds, * 
  C: and his righteousness endures for’ever. 

 M: He has caused his wonders to be re’membered; * 
  C: the LORD is gracious and com’passionate. 

 Refrain 

 M: The works of his hands are faith’ful and just; * 
  C: all his precepts are trust’worthy. 

 M: He provided redemption for his ‘people; * 
  C: he ordained his covenant for’ever. 

 M: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of ‘wisdom; * 
  C: all who follow his precepts have good under’standing. 

 C: Glory be to the Father and ‘to the Son * 
  and to the Holy ‘Spirit, 
 as it was in the be’ginning, * 
  is now, and will be forever. ‘Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON………………………………………….………………………….......Hebrews 2:10-18 

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 

Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says, "I will declare your name to my 
brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises." 13 And again, "I will 
put my trust in him." And again he says, "Here am I, and the children God has given me." 14 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil-- 15 and free those 
who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he 
helps, but Abraham's descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in 
every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

THE VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

GOSPEL………………………………………………….……………….……………………..Luke 2:41-52 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42 When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43 After the Feast was 
over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find 
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 
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parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated 
us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." 49 "Why were you 
searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 50 But they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

 M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY.…………………………….…Let All Together Praise Our God (CW #41) 

SERMON……………………………………………….………………………..………....Hebrews 2:10-18 

 THEME: “Our Perfect Brother” 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: NICENE CREED 

C:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  
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OFFERING 

The members of Cross of Glory are happy to support its ministry with their financial gifts. If 
you are visiting us today, do not feel obligated to give an offering. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: In this Christmas season, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy 
that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of 
time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth 
and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 
Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 
that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread 
abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also 
make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we 
have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today 
and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung to the tune: “Away in a Manger”)  

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone; 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
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The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And your is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever! Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M:     The Lord be with you.  

M:     Lift up your hearts.  

M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with   
every spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a 
woman, burn under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 
rights of sons. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 

 

M:   Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your 
Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness.  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN……………………...........................………Peace Came to Earth (CWS # 707) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

MEASURE OF LOVE 

Last Sunday’s Attendance: Worship – ; Communion - . 
Offerings to the Lord: General Fund - $2028. 

 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday (1/3):       9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
     10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 


